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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN POSITION ON SPANISH SAHARA 

1. NIGERIAN CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, MUHAMMADU DAN HAMIDU, HAS BEEN 
TELLING EMBASSY OFFICERS IN NOUAKCHOTT FOR SOME WEEKS THAT 
NIGERIA'S POLICY ON SPANISH SAHARA IS ONE OF STRICT OBSERVANCE 
FOR PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION. WE WERE INTRIGUED, THEREFORE, 

BY NEWS COVERAGE OF LARAKI/MOUKNASS VISIT TO NIGERIA CONTAINED 
PARA 5C OF RABAT 3514 AND JULY 8 ACCOUNT OVER LAGOS DOMESTIC 
SERVICE CONTAINED IN JULY 9 FBIS FOR SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. FBIS 
ACCOUNT SAID "GENERAL GOWAN CONGRATULATED KING HASSAN OF MOROCCO 
AND PRESIDENT MOKTAR OULD DADDAH OF MAURITANIA ON THE PEACEFUL 
RESOLUTION OF THEIR DIFFERENCES OVER THE SAHARAN TERRITORY. HE 
EXPRESSED NIGERIA'S COMPLETE SUPPORT FOR THE JOINT EFFORTS WHICH, 

HE SAID, ARE IN THE INTEREST OF THE TWO COUNTRIES AND AFRICA." 

2. DAN HAMIDU WAS SURPRISED BY ACCOUNT REPORTED OVER RADIO LAGOS. 

HE SAID NIGERIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY REQUESTED HIS VIEWS ON SPANISH 
SAHARA BEFORE VISIT TO NIGERIA OF MOUKNASS AND LARAKI AT WHICH TIME 
CHARGE TOOK OCCASION TO REITERATE WISDOM OF ADHERING TO POLICY OF 
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SUPPORT FOR SELF-DETERMINATION. HE ADDED THAT HIS FOREIGN MINISTRY 
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HAS NOT COMMUNICATED RESULTS OF LARAKI/MOUKNASS VISIT TO HIM. 

HE NOTED THAT REPORT OVER RADIO LAGOS INDICATES NIGERIA HAS APPARENTLY 

CHANGED ITS POLICY ON SPANISH SAHARA FROM NE OF SELF-DETERMINATION 
TO ONE OF SUPPORT FOR MOROCCAN-MAURITANIAN PARTITION. HE EXPRESSED 
PERSONAL UNHAPPINESS AT THIS CHANGE AND OPINED THAT NIGERIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY IS NOT GIVING HIS PRESIDENT VERY GOOD ADVICE. 

3. COMMENT: GOWAN VIEWS AS REPORTED IN FBIS REPORT DO LEAVE SOME 
ROOM FOR MANEUVER. ACCORDING TO REPORT, GOWAN SUPPORTED "CURRENT 
TACTICAL JOINT EFFORTS BY MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA"' AND CALLED ON SPAIN TO 

ENTER INTO MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE WITH MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA IN ORDER 
TO FIND PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO PROBLEM. AT NO POINT DID GOWAN 
RULE OUT SELF-DETERMINATION NOR DID HE SPECIFICALLY CALL FOR 
DIVISION OF TERRITORY. WE ALSO WONDER IF HIS COMMENTS 
WERE DESIGNED IN PART FOR BENEFIT OF MOUKNASS AND LARAKI WHO 
DEPARTED LAGOS ON JULY 8.HANDYSIDE 
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